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An E DICT. of the French Kings upon the 
Declaration made by the Clergy of France, of their 
Opinions touching Eccleſsaſtical Power, 


EWTS by the Grace of God, King of France and Navar; 
to all Preſent and to Come, Greeting ; Though the Indepen- 
dency of our Crown upon any other Power then that'of God, 
be a moſt certain and uncontrolable Truth, and eſtabliſhed 
upon the very words of Jeſus Chriſt , nevertheleſs we have 

bcen gracioutly pleaſed to receive the Declaration which the Deputies 

of the Clergy of France, aſſembled by our permiſſion, in our good City 
of Pars have preſented Us, containing their Opinions touching the 

Eccleſiaſtical Power ; and We have alſo the more willingly hearkned to 

the Petition whic:1 the ſaid Deputies have made Us, to publiſh this De 

claration throughout our Kingdom, which being fram'd by an Aﬀembly 
of ſo many great Parſonages, equally recommendable for their Vertue 
and their Learning , and ſuch as employ themſelves with ſo much Zeal 
upon all Occaſions that may be thought advantageous to the Church, 
and our Service; the Wiſdom and Moderation wherewith they have 
d clar'd their Opinions upon this Subje&, may very much contribute to 
contirm our Subjeds in that Reſpect which they are bound,as well as our 
ſclves,to pay to that Authority, which God has given to his Church, and 
at the ſame time to take away from the Miniſters of the pretended Re- 
formed Religion all Pretences which they lay hold on from the Writings 
of ſeveral Authors,to render odious the Power of the viſible Chief of the 

Church, and the Center of Eccleſiaſtical Unity : For theſe Reaſons, 
and for other good and great Conſiderations Us thereunto moving , 

after having cauſed the ſaid Declaration to be duly weighed and conti- 

dered in our Council, We by our preſent Edit, Perpetuzl and Irrevo- 
cable, Have Said, Enacted, and Ordained, and do Say, Enact, and 

Ordain, and it is Our Will and Pleaſure, That the ſaid Declaration of 

the Opinion of the Clergy , hereunto annexed, concerning Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Power, be Regiſtred under the Seal of our Chancery, in all Our 

Courts of Parliament, Baliages, Marſhalſea's, Univerſities, and Fa- 

culties of Theologie , and our Common Law, throughout our King- 

dom, and the Countries , Territories, and Signiorics under our Allegt- 


g1anc?. 


A 2 I. We 


(2) 


[. 


We forbid all Our SubjeQs, and all Strangers reſiding within Our 
Kingdom, as well Secular as Regular, of whatſoever Order , Congre- 
gation , or Society, to Teach in their Houſes , Seminaries or Col- 
ledges, or to write any thing contrary to the Doctrine therein con- 


tained. W_ 
IT. 


We Ordain that all thoſe Perſons who have been formerly choſen to 
teach Theologie in any of the Colledges in any of Our Univerſities, 
whether Secular or Regular, ſhall ſubſcribe the ſaid Declaration, be- 
fore the Notaries of the Faculties of Theologie ; *till which time, they 
ſhall not be enabled to perform that Office in any of-theſe Secular or 
Regular Houſes or Colledges. Further, They ſhall ſubmir ro Teac! 
the DoQtine which is there ſet down ; and the Maſters of the Faculty 
of Theologie ſhall hereby be obliged to deliver Copies of the ſaid Sub- 
ſcriptions, ſigned by the Notaries of the ſaid Faculty , to Our Attur- 


F 


neys or Proftors General, Wy; 


IIT. 


That in all the Colledges and Houſes of the ſaid Univerſities, where 
there ſhall happen to be ſeveral Profeſſors, whether Secular or Regu- 
lar, One of them ſhall be obliged once a Year to preach up the Dp- 
Arine contained in the ſaid Declaration; And in ſuch Colledges whete 
there ſhall be no more than one Profeſſor, he ſhall be obliged to preach 


upon the ſame Subje& once in Three Years. 


IV. 


We alſoenjoyn the Maſters of the Faculties of Theologie , every 
Year before the opening of their Publick Lectures, to preſent to the 
Archbiſhops or Biſhops of the Towns where they Reſide, and alſo to 
ſend to our Proctors General, the Names of the Profeſſors who ſhall 
be appointed to preach the ſaid Doctrine ; And We alſo charge the ſaid 
ProQtors to ſhew to Our ſaid Prelates, and to Our Proftors General , 
the Writings and Leſſons which they deſign to teach their Scholars , 
when they ſhall be thereunto required, 


V. 


Our Pleaſure is, That every Batchellor, whether Secular or Regu- 
!ar, from henceforward ſhall not be admitted to any Degree, either in 
Theologie or Canon Law, nor ſhall be allowed Door, 'till he has 
maintain'd the ſaid DoQtrine by preaching upon one of the ſaid Theſis's 


therein contain'd, which he ſhall be bound to make appear to thoſe 
Perſons 


(3) 


Perſons who have power to confer thoſe Dignities, and allow thoſe Li- 


cences in the Univerſities, 
V I. 


We Exi1ort, but nevertheleſs Enjoyn, all Archbithops and Biſhops of 
our Kingdom, as alſo within the Countries, Territor:es and Signiories 
under our Obedience, to employ all their Authority to caufe the Do- 
Arine contain'd in the ſaid Declaration, made by the Deputies of the 
{aid Clergy, to be taught all over the tull Extent of their ſeveral} Dio- 
ceſes and Juriſdidtions. 


VIL. 


We alſo Command the Deans and Maſters of the Faculties of Theo- 
logie, to look after the Execution of theſe Preſents, under pain of bes 
iog reſponſible in thetr proper and private Perſons. 

inthe ſame manner We give it in Charge to Our Friends and Feuda- 
ries, the Perſons that hold our Court of Parliament, that theſe Our Let- 
ters in Form of an Edi& , together with the ſaid Declaration of the 
Clergy ; as alſo that they cauſe them to be read, publiſh'd, and regi- 
{tred before, and by the Notaries of the ſaid Courte, and of the Bail 
wicks, Marſhalſeas, and Univerſities within their Juriſditions, every 
one in their own right, and for their own proper behoof ; and that they 
look aſter the due Execution thereof, not ſuffering it tobe in the leaſt 
infring'd or gainſaid, either directly or indirealy, and thar they pro- 
ceed againſt rhe Diſobedient and Refraftory in ſuch manner as they ſhall 
judge meet, and the Exigeucy of the Caſe ſhall require : For ſuch is 
* Our Will and Pleaſure. And to the end this may be a thing firm and 

eſtabliſh'd for ever, We have caug?d Our Seal tobe afhx'd to theſe Pre- 
ſents. Given at St. Germains en Laye, in the Month of March, in the 
Year of Grace 1682. and of Our Reign the 32d. 


\ 


Sign'd, 
LO US Se: 


Andalittle lower, By the King , Colbert. Seen, Le Telher, 
And Sign'd by the Great Seal of Green Wax. 


B —_ 


(4) 


The Declaration of the French Clergy concerning 
Ecclefsaſtical Power, 


Any there are who endeavour to pull down and demoliſh 
the Decrees and Priviledges of the Galiican Church ſo 
zealouſly detended by our Anceſtors; and to undermine 
their Foundations, ſupported by the Sacred Canons and 
Traditions of the Fathers: Neither are others wanting, 

who under pretence of them who are not aſham'd to beſpatter the Pri- 

macy of the bleſſed St. Peter, and his Succeſſors the Roman Pontiffs , 

iaſtituted by Chriſt, and toderogate irom that Majeſty ,that Obedience, 

and that moſi Reverend Duty that is owing by all Chriſtians to the See 
of Rome, Wher in the Faith is preached, and whereby the Unity of the 

Church is. preſerved. The Hereticks alſo leave no Stone unturn'd , 

whereby they may be able to render irkſome and odious to Kings and 

Sutjets, that Power by which the Peace of the Church is preſerved , 

and by thoſe Frauds and Devices toalienate filly and miſunderſtaniing 

People irom the Communion of the Chriſt, and the Mcther Church : 

Which Dangers and Inc:1nveniencies that we may obviate and repel, We 

the Archbiſhops and Biſhops aſſembled at Pars, by the King?s Com- 

mand, and [other Fe the Body of the Galkcan Church, together 
| 


with ſeveral other Eccleſiaſtical Perſons deputed tojoyn with us, have 
_—_ he fit that / ſc things following be declared and poſitively con- 
rm'd. }) 


= 437 4 


\/ Fu 
That in all Spirientlchings that appertain to Eternal Salvation, Power 
and Juriſdition was given by God to the bleſl: d Peter, and his Succeſ- 
ſors Vicars of Chriſt, but not in Matters Temporal and Civil, according 
to the ſaying of our Lord, My Kingdom # not of thu World : And a- 
gain, G:ve therefore to Czfar the things that are Czſars, and to Chriſt 
the things that ave Chrifts: Which Places are confirm'd by thoſe of 
the Apoſtle, Let every Soul be ſubjett tothe higher Powers ; for there 
# no Power but from God ; but thoſe which are, are ordained by God ; 
therefore he that refifts the Power , veſifts the Ordinance of God, 
Therefore Kings and Princes in Temporals are not by any Command of 
God ſubje& to any Eccleſiaſtical Power : Neither can they be depos'd, 
either diretly or indireAly,by the Authority of the Keys; nor can their 
Subjects be exempted, or diſengaged from their Fealty and Obedience; 
nor diſcharg'd from their Oath of Fidelity ſworn totheir Prince : Which 
definitive Sentence,we accompt neceſſary for the Publick Tranquility, 
and go leſs profitable for the Church, then for Rule and Empire, as a- 
greeable to the Traditions of the Fathers, and the Examples of the 
Saints, to be inviolably retain'd and held. 


II. That 


(5) 


IT. 


That full Power and Authority appertains to the Apoſtolical See, and 
the Succeſlors of St. Petey, as Vicars of Chriſt in Spiritual Afﬀairs, ſo far; 
that at the ſame time the Decrees of the Holy Oecumenical Council of 
the Synod of Conſtance, approved by the Apoſtolick See, and by the uſe 
and practice of the Roman Ponriffs, and the whole Church, and religi- 
ouſly obſerved by the G.:Uican Church, concerning the Authority of Ge- 
neral Councils, contain'd in the fourth and fitth Seſſion, may remain in 
force and irrevocable ; and that they who ſhall endeavour -to enervate, 
or to wreſt the Sayings and Decrees of the ſaid Council to the Time of 
the Schiſm, as if tlicy were of doubtful Authority, and leſs approv'd, are 
diſallowed and rejeQed by the Gallican Church. 


ITE 


Hence it appears that the uſe of Eccleſiaſtical or Apoſtolical Juriſdicti- 
on is to be governed by the Canons and Rules made by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and conſecrated by that Reverence which is given them by the whole 
World. Alſo we declare, that the Rules, Cuſtoms, and Inſtitutions re- 
ceived by the Gallican Kingdom and Church , and the Determinations 
and Limits of that Juriſdi&ian ſet by the Fathers, are ſacred and inviola- 
ble, And that itis for the Dignity and Grandeur of the Apoſtolick See, 
that ſuch Statutes and Cuſtoms, contirm'd by the Conſent of ſo great a 
See, and ſo many Churches, ſhould remain and endure to perpetuity. 


I'V. 


In Queſtions and Diſputes of Faith, we allow the chief Determinati- 
to the Pope, and that his Dectrees extend to all and every Individual 
Church ; however that his Judgment is not Infallible,unlefs the Conſent 
of the Church be likewiſe obtain'd. | 


V. 


All which, as received from the Fathers, we thought fit to be ſent to 
all the Gallicatr Churches,and Bilbops there preſiding, under the Conduct 
of the Holy Spirit, that we may all ſpeak the ſame thing, and all Unan:- 
mouſly conſear and agree in one Senſe arid Determination. 


Francs, Archbiſhop of Pars, Preſident. 

Charles Maurice, Archbiſhop and Duke of Rhezmes. 

Charles, Archbiſhop of Ambrun. 

James, Archbiſhop of Cambray, Hyacinth, Archbiſhop of Al4y, 
M. Þhelipeaux, ÞP. P. Archbiſhop of -Boprges. 

Lodowic de Bourlemont, Archbiſhop of Bourdeaux. 

Fames Nicholas Colbert, Archbiſhop of Carthage, Coadjutor of Roan, 
Gilbert, Biſhop of Tournay. 


Henry de Laval, Bp. of Rochell. Nicholas, Bp. of Rhegium. 
| Daniet 
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Daniel de Coſuac, Bp, and Count of Valence and Dte. 

Gabriel, Rp. of Autun. W:lliam, Bp. of Bazaz, 
Gabriel Ph. de Froullay de Feſſe, Bp. of Aurenches. 

Fohn, Bp. of Tolonne, 

James Benignws, Bp. of Meaul x. 

S. de Guemadeuc, Bp, of St. Malo. 


 L. M, A.R, De Semiane de Gardes, By. and Duke of Laygres. 


Fr. Leo, Bp. of Glandeves, 

Lucas & Aquin, Bp, of Frejus. 

7- B. M. Colbert, Bp. of Montauban. 
Charles de Pradell, Bp. of Mompellier. 


Francs Placidam, Bp. of Mande. Charles, Bp, of Vaur, 
Andrew, Bp. of Anxerre, ' Francs, Bp. of Troyes. 
Lud. At. Bp. of Chalons, Francs Ig. Bp. of Triguter. 
Peter, Bp, of Bellay. Gabriel, Bp, of Conſerans, 
Zudowic Alphonſus, Bp. of Alette. Humbert, Bp. of Tulle. 


7. B. dEflampes, Bp.of Marſeilles. 
Paul Phil, de Lufignan de Franc. + 
Lodowic TDYeſpinacy de Saint Luc. 


Cocguelin, Lambert. P. de Bermond, 
A. H. de Fleury, De Viens. Francs Fen. 
De- Maupeon, '. Le Franc de la Grange. De Senaux. 
Parra, Dean of Bellay.” De Boche. 
M. de Ratabon. Clement de Coudens, Bigot. 
De Gourges. De Villaneuf de Vence, 
C. Leny de Coadelet >. La Faye. 
F. H. de LEſcure, Peter le Roy. De Soupets. 
A. Argond, Deane of Vienne. De Bauſſet, ReQor of Mayſeslles. 
G. Bochard de Champigny. De St. Georges, C.of Lyons. 
. Coudeler. Cheron. A. Faune, Gerbar. 
De Guenegaud. Fr, de Camps. De la Borey, 


Armand Bazin de Bezons, Agent General for the Gallican Church, 
Deſmareits, Agent General for the Gallican Church. 


Regifitred, and that at the Requeſt of the King's Proftor General, 
to be executed according to their Form and Tenor, according to 
the Eitt of this Day. Al Paris in the Parliament, March 23, 


1662. Sign'd, 


Dongois. 


